
 

Arctic Bar 
148 South Franklin Street, Juneau, AK   (907) 586-1040                                                                                                                                

 

License Issued: September 14, 1933 to James Carlson and R.J. McKanna   

                          CLOSED September 30, 2014 

 

Amenities: TV, jukebox. 

 

Web site: Facebook 

 

History and Notoriety:  The Arctic was originally located at 91 Front Street and was first known 

as the Arctic Billiard Hall and then the Arctic Cigar Store.  The bar moved to 152 South Franklin 

in 1936, and to its current location in 1939.  By then it was known simply as the Arctic Bar.  The 

building housing the Arctic Bar was built in 1910. 

 

Mike Kosoff owned the Arctic Bar from 1938 – 1942.  From 1943 - 1964, Joseph H. McNallen 

was the sole proprietor, and he made sure that the locals and tourists knew about his bar, buying 

advertisements in the newspapers and early tourist guidebooks.  Although the Arctic is contained 



in just one small room, period photos show plenty of customers, who enjoyed the beautiful 

artwork depicting the Gastineau Channel at one end, and a range of snow-capped peaks spanning 

the wall directly behind the bartenders. 

 

Joe also owned the Imperial Saloon from 1954 – 1963, and sponsored the 1955 Juneau Imperials, 

the city's first Gold Medal championship basketball team.  In 1962, Joe formed the Arctic Lights, 

later called the Arctic Knights. With six championships, the 1973-1978 Juneau Arctic Knights 

are the lone team to win five or more consecutive Gold Medal titles.  

 

Joe took on a partner, James B. Neal, in 1965, and by 1970 he had transferred ownership entirely 

to James.  James and his wife Loretta continue to own and operate the Arctic Bar to the present 

day. 

 

The Arctic is noted for its jukebox.  According to Suzy Lafferty, reporter for the Juneau Empire, 

the bar used to have a 45 machine when James’ son Paul started bartending there in 1976.  

Currently, the Rockola CD jukebox is probably the most respected bar jukebox in town.   The 

musical selection is constantly updated by bartenders and patrons.  "People will come in here 

because they heard a certain song out on the street," Paul Neal has said.  The wide variety of 

music includes Rainbow's 1982 "Straight Between The Eyes" and Will Smith's 1997 "Big Willie 

Style.”  There is even an album of traditional Native music.  The selections start at "00" with 

Juneau band Moses Kane's "DLDS."  From there, it's a sudden 180-degree turn into "Live at the 

Gathering of the Pow-Wows" at "01." 

 

Visiting the Arctic Bar:  The Arctic is frequented by locals, which to some cruise ship companies 

equates to a bad atmosphere.  Ignore their warnings and venture inside.  Although the mountain 

motifs are long gone, they have been replaced by a fascinating collection of old black and white 

framed photos.  I noted the photos of the Juneau-Douglas Fire Department Basketball Team, who 

were state champions in 1940 and 1941.  Also check out the antique sinks and toilets in the 

bathrooms.  The toilets have been described as “The most realistic interpretation of a maximum-

security prison cell since Clint Eastwood's 1979 film ‘Escape from Alcatraz’." The Arctic Bar is 

particularly popular during Gold Rush Days in late June, and during 4
th

 of July celebrations. 



 
 

Interior of the Arctic Bar.  Alaska Life magazine - July 1945. 

 

 

 
 

Joe McNallen hard at work.  Tewkesbury’s Alaska Business Directory, 1948. 

 

 



 
Doug Vandegraft photo - 2011 


